Research Paper
Content
The research paper should deepen your understanding of social psychology by allowing you to explore a question of interest. You must cite at least three peer-reviewed journal articles that address your question. Style may be slightly less formal than a 303 paper (first person ok). An A paper will:
· Effectively identify the topic and why it is of interest. 
· Appropriately describe information relevant to the question from the sources. 
· Conclude with some kind of an answer to the question (a synthesis of the material). Do NOT just state that more research is needed! Instead be clear what the best available answer is at this time, and perhaps what specific additional research would best shed light on the question. 
· Have high writing quality (grammar, sentence construction, coherence).
NOTE: See ‘paper resources’ on Bb for topic ideas, grading rubric, references and citations guidelines.

Format
No more than 6 pages (references can be on page 7). 
Title page not needed -- put title, followed by your name, on first page at top. 
Header, page #s, references, citations, page layout (double spacing, times new roman 12-point font, 1 inch margins) should all be APA format. 

Basic outline
I. Introduction – must include a clearly stated question. This paragraph should introduce the topic and make a compelling case for why we should want to know the answer to question.
II. Perspective #1 – how one researcher approached the question, and what they found.
III. Perspective #2 – how another group approached it or built on first group, what they found.
IV. Perspective #3	“	“
V. Perspective #4	“	“
VI. Summary and synthesis – at minimum, what you have taken away from your reading as an answer to your question, and how this relates to the case you made in introduction. 
Timeline 
Week 7 (Wednesday before class): First Draft due
Week 8 (Wednesday): Return Edited paper
· Use the Peer Review Form to give constructive feedback
[bookmark: _GoBack]Week 9 (Wednesday) Final Draft of Paper due.
